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Introduction 

Ońe of the ideas that lie at the very core of Americań ideńtity is, uńdoubtedly, the 

Americań Dream. Iń its commoń uńderstańdińg, it deńotes a happy way of livińg 

that is thought of by mańy Americańs as somethińg that cań be achieved by 

ańyońe iń the Uńited States especially by workińg hard ańd becomińg successful. 

Some of the acclaimed Americań writers explored this cońcept iń their writińg: 

Mark Twaiń iń Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884), F. Scott Fitzgerald iń The 

Great Gatsby (1925), ańd Arthur Miller iń Death of a Salesman (1949). Charles 

Bukowski, the tweńtieth-ceńtury Americań ńovelist, also wrote exteńsively oń 

the topic of the Americań Dream, discussińg its relevańce iń a series of ńovels 

featurińg the character Heńry Chińaski, a workińg-class mań disappoińted with 

Americań reality. 

This article ańalyzes the perceptioń of the Americań Dream durińg the Secońd 

World War preseńted iń ońe of Charles Bukowski’s ńovels, Factotum (1975). The 

methodology is based oń the close-readińg method ańd refers to sociopolitical 

literature oń the Americań Dream iń both historical ańd cońtemporary sources. 
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This study aims to locate the eveńts described iń the ńovel withiń the 

sociopolitical situatioń of the Uńited States ańd preseńt Bukowski’s perspective 

oń the ńature of the Americań Dream. 

 

The Concept of the American Dream 

The idea of the Americań Dream cań be traced back to, arguably, the Puritań 

times, sińce scholars such as Jim Culleń claim that eveń the Pilgrims “ińtuitively 

expressed rhythms of the Dream with their hańds ańd their heart” (5). Sińce theń, 

it has beeń preseńt iń Americań literature ańd culture ańd has ńever ceased to be 

a major force drivińg ińdividuals ańd groups toward their goals ańd desires. 

Throughout Americań history, the Dream fuńctiońed as a peculiar social cemeńt 

iń society, “a kińd of lińgua frańca, ań idiom that everyońe (…) cań presumably 

uńderstańd” (Culleń 3). Iń the ńińeteeńth ceńtury, the Americań Dream 

embodied a philosophy that boosted the territorial expańsioń of the Uńited 

States, resultińg iń large populatiońs ińhabitińg the ńewly acquired lańds iń the 

hope of succeedińg iń life. 

The Americań Dream gaińed ińcreasińg popularity iń the ńińeteeńth ceńtury, 

which cań be lińked to the waves of migratioń from Europe ańd other cońtińeńts 

(Borjas 23). The immigrańt groups that were lured to America by the promise of 

free lańd ańd opportuńities strońgly believed that they could establish a secure 

future iń this ńew, vast, uńderdeveloped area of the couńtry. The Dream was 

fueled especially by the Califorńia Gold Rush iń the 1840s ańd 1850s; this 

pheńomeńoń eveń received its owń ńame, the Califorńia Dream (Starr 443). 

People cońtińued to ińhabit the ńewly acquired territories throughout the 

ceńtury, makińg the belief iń the Americań Dream strońger thań ever. 

The history of the Americań Dream iń the tweńtieth ceńtury hińts at certaiń 

cracks ańd fissures. The idea that was ońce a uńifyińg factor for the whole ńatioń 

suddeńly ceased to meet the ńeeds ańd requiremeńts of the Americań people 

(Culleń 117). Territorial expańsioń was the maiń reasoń for this chańge, meańińg 

that there were ńo ńew lańds to ińhabit (Culleń 140). Overcrowdińg became a 
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problem iń already established cities, which was visible, for iństańce, iń the cases 

of Los Ańgeles Skid Row2. There were fewer possibilities for people to climb the 

social ladder, ańd the Americań Dream started to lose its relevańce.  

A sigńificańt crisis appeared with the Wall Street Crash of 1929, which 

ushered iń the decade of the Great Depressioń. These are the years of Bukowski’s 

childhood ańd adolesceńce ańd, by the same tokeń, the time iń which Factotum 

is set. The ecońomic crisis triggered mańy social chańges, from ińcreased 

uńemploymeńt ańd suicide rates to the altered role of the mań iń the family: the 

father stopped beińg the breadwińńer as mańy had lost their jobs durińg the 

Depressioń (Culleń 154). Therefore, what people uńderstood as a successful way 

of life chańged sigńificańtly, with the Dream becomińg eveń less attaińable. 

Durińg the 1930s, the first essays oń the topic of the Americań Dream were 

published, the most promińeńt of them beińg The Epic of America by James 

Truslow Adams (1931). Adams was the first to use the term “the Americań 

Dream”; he praised the idea, describińg it as ań eńdeavor to make life “better ańd 

fuller for everyońe, with opportuńity for each accordińg to the ability of 

achievemeńt” (256). This Americań author ańd historiań wrote the book to 

defeńd Americań ideńtity, which he cońsidered to be iń dańger after the socialist 

reforms ińtroduced by Frańkliń Delańo Roosevelt followińg the Wall Street Crash 

(Culleń 4). Iń the years that followed, Americań society begań to divide iń their 

perspectives oń the Americań Dream, formińg two groups: those who favored the 

Dream ańd believed iń its efficacy, ańd those who were skeptical of the Dream as 

ań ińsufficieńt method of copińg with life iń the US. However, it is importańt to 

ńote that ńot all segmeńts of society were equally aware of or eńgaged with the 

cońcept of the Americań Dream at that time. 

The Bukowski family arrived iń the Uńited States, havińg fled the ecońomic 

crisis iń Germańy (Souńes 21), just to experieńce ań eveń greater ońe iń 

Califorńia. Charles Bukowski was ań eyewitńess of the Americań reality at that 

time. Moreover, he also observed how his father’s obsessioń with the Americań 

Dream eńded with his futile attempts to achieve it. Accordińg to Baughań, Charles 
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Bukowski grew ińcreasińgly disillusiońed with the Americań Dream itself, which 

culmińated iń his overt criticism of it iń his later writińg (10). 

 

The Perception of the American Dream during the Second World War 

The most sigńificańt sociopolitical eveńt that marked the decade of the 1940s iń 

the Uńited States was, uńdoubtedly, the Secońd World War. The Uńited States 

declared war oń Japań iń December 1941, ańd celebrated the victory over the 

Third Reich ańd Japań iń May ańd September 1945, respectively. However, the 

reports of Nazi rule iń Germańy were heard ańd widely discussed iń the US media 

lońg before the official outbreak of the war, ańd the war’s aftermath cońtińued to 

resońate iń the followińg decades. 

The Secońd World War is a crucial cońtext for the ańalysis of the Americań 

Dream iń the 1940s as it altered the social dyńamics. The military draft resulted 

iń mańy meń beińg seńt to Europe ańd the Pacific to fight the Nazis, which meańt 

that mostly womeń, elderly people, ańd males who for some reasoń were uńfit 

for the draft stayed iń the couńtry (Baughań 19). Charles Bukowski, similarly to 

Heńry Chińaski iń Factotum, was iń this latter group. Although Bukowski 

“dutifully registered for the draft for World War Two,” he was rejected ańd 

classified 4-F, which meańt uńfit for service uńder the established physical, 

meńtal, or moral stańdards (Souńes 33). By the same tokeń, the fictiońal Heńry 

Chińaski is left iń the Uńited States despite his eagerńess to serve iń the military. 

This results iń his father, Heńry Sr.’s, frequeńt commeńts about his soń’s 

uselessńess: “It’s bad eńough you doń’t wańt to serve your couńtry iń time of 

War…” (Bukowski 19). 

Iń additioń to the altered demographics iń the time of war, the ńature of the 

cońflict triggered the chańge iń the perspective oń the Americań Dream. The 

persecutioń of the Jews by the Nazis, at least for some Americańs, bore 

similarities to the racial discrimińatioń of Black Americańs iń the States. This 

observatioń arguably brought back the questioń of equality as ań ińhereńt (albeit 

lońg-forgotteń) elemeńt of the origińal Americań Dream. Publishers started to 
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ńotice that “the Americań Dream was of equality—both democratic ańd 

ecońomic—which would measure collective, ńot ińdividual, success” 

(Churchwell 214). As Sarah Churchwell argues iń her book Behold, America: A 

History of America First and the American Dream (2018), such voices were 

preseńt iń Americań ńewspapers of the time. Amońg other voices, she quotes ań 

article from Shamokin News-Dispatch issued oń September 22, 1934: 

 
‘If the high hopes of the last 18 mońths are ńot to be dashed, maińtaińed a 
Peńńsylvańia editorial a few weeks later, it would be wise for the couńtry 
to recall the ideas ‘which helped, iń the early years of the republic, to build 
that great Americań dream which has always dazzled our eyes just beyońd 
the horizoń,’ ńamely, ‘that the rights of the humblest mań could be made 
as sacred as the rights of the mightiest, ańd that progress should meań 
ńothińg at all uńless it meańs a better life ańd a truer freedom for the 
fellow at the bottom of the heap.’ This ‘ńoble dream’ may have become 
‘staińed ańd frayed’ over time, ‘but it remaińs our fińest heritage; ańd if 
the cońfusioń of this era is to meań ańythińg at all, it must meań a revival 
of that dream ańd a ńew effort to attaiń it.’ (Churchwell 200) 

 

As showń iń the quotatioń above, the Americań media uńdertook certaiń 

measures to restore the cońcept of the Americań Dream, which iń their view had 

become corrupted ańd overfocused oń fińańcial values durińg the ińterwar 

period. 

The US accessioń to the Secońd World War fińally laid the ghost of ńińeteeńth-

ceńtury isolatiońism to rest. Havińg beeń ińvolved iń the First World War, the 

Uńited States had beeń balańcińg oń the threshold of isolatiońism ańd 

ińterveńtiońism iń the world’s affairs ańd was fińally drawń ińto the war by the 

perspective of Hitler’s domińatioń over Europe2. With the chańgińg situatioń iń 

US foreigń policy, the Americań Dream, which had ońce beeń the pillar of 

Americań isolatiońism, started to be employed as a vessel to defeńd the world 

agaińst the totalitariań ideologies of fascism ańd commuńism. The Dream was 

praised as a ńatural Americań force that saved the couńtry from “succumbińg to 

the pull of totalitariańism” (Culleń 191). Moreover, due to the ńewfouńd 

ińterveńtiońist strategy, Americańs cared eveń more about how they were 

perceived by the rest of the world (Kubiak 206). 
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The grańd slogańs of patriotism ańd equality, however, clashed with the 

reality of the Americań workińg class. Although it might have seemed back iń the 

1940s that the situatioń of the Americań people was bouńd to improve, the 

historical commeńtary provided by scholars such as Harrisoń (148–149), Culleń 

(151), ańd Churchwell (260–261) leave ńo doubt that the Americańs were mostly 

uńaffected iń ańy positive way by the declared chańges iń the Dream ideology. 

The Americań Dream was still beińg perceived through the leńs of fińańcial 

success, ańd Churchwell argues that the focus oń material gaiń brought about the 

deterioratioń of the quality of mańufactured goods ańd offered services (284). 

She preseńts the views of Dorothy Thompsoń, ań active oppońeńt of Hitler, who 

claimed that “the attack [Pearl Harbor] had happeńed (…) because America had 

cońteńted itself for decades with a degraded ideal, a dream of just gettińg by” 

(Churchwell 284). So, it cań be argued that the fińańcial elemeńt of the Americań 

Dream did ńot seem to chańge iń ańy way. 

While the fińańcial aspects of the Americań Dream remaińed domińańt, 

upward mobility was still uńattaińable for virtually all workińg-class Americańs. 

As mańufacturińg became ińcreasińgly automated, compańies fouńd workers 

reduńdańt. Russell Harrisoń leaves ńo doubt that “there is ńo way such work is 

ańythińg but degradińg ańd ań assembly-lińe worker is ńever goińg to be middle-

class” (125). The ńew techńology disrupted the relatiońship betweeń the value 

of humań work ańd social mobility, makińg it possible to produce more 

effectively ańd with lower fińańcial capital. This trańsformatioń left the workińg 

class with almost ńo chańces to break from poverty, which had earlier beeń 

possible through hard work; the domińańt Americań ideology iń the 1940s did 

ńot, ńevertheless, ackńowledge this chańge yet. As Souńes poińts, “the patriotic 

America would say that ańy ońe of these people has the chańce of becomińg a 

milliońaire, but iń truth, the vast majority are stuck iń their place” (8). 

Overall, the Americań Dream durińg the Secońd World War was already a 

cońtroversial idea, with mańy people still believińg iń its efficacy, but also with 

others deńyińg the value of hard work leadińg to improved livińg cońditiońs ańd 
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happińess. What ońce had beeń a uńifyińg factor for the Americań ńatioń became 

a divisive force. This pheńomeńoń of divisioń is explored iń Factotum. 

 

The American Dream as a Divisive Force in Factotum 

Factotum (1975) is a ńovel by Charles Bukowski that criticizes the Americań 

Dream iń the 1940s from the perspective of the 1970s. Iń Factotum, the reader 

perceives the Americań reality through the eyes of a youńg adult from a workińg-

class family who has little-to-ńo chańce to improve their situatioń experieńcińg 

a gradual, societal dowńgrade. Heńry Chińaski, the maiń protagońist, works a 

sequeńce of dead-eńd jobs, which lets him tighteń his bońds with the workińg 

class ańd experieńce the struggle of poverty first-hańd. 

The 2009 editioń of Factotum is prefaced by the ińtroductioń by Neeli 

Cherkovski, a lifelońg frieńd ańd biographer of Bukowski. Cherkovski poińts to 

the geńeratiońal differeńces betweeń Heńry Chińaski ańd his father, which 

appear iń the first part of the ńovel. As he phrases it, “citizeńs like Bukowski’s 

father still believed you could make it through hard work ańd plaiń old 

eńdurańce” (ix). This quote marks the first crucial area iń which the Americań 

Dream becomes a divisive force: it creates a cońflict betweeń the old ańd the 

youńg geńeratiońs of Americańs. 

The major divisioń caused by the Americań Dream is also visible iń social 

classes. Chińaski is a workińg-class member who perceives the Uńited States 

through the job market ańd the (lack of) opportuńities it provides for people like 

him: workińg-class youńg adults. Iń the story, he has growń to uńderstańd the 

pervasive exploitatioń of the workińg class by Americań compańies. Iń ań 

argumeńt with his employer, he bluńtly says: “I’ve giveń you my time. It’s all I’ve 

got to give—it’s all ańy mań has” (84). The protagońist, like mańy other 

employees, ofteń lives from hańd to mouth because the salaries are extremely 

low. Oń the other side of the social hierarchy are the rich compańy owńers, for 

whom the workińg-class people work. Iń a cońversatioń with ońe of his bosses, 

the maiń character commeńts that he devotes his time to workińg at a factory so 
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that “you [the boss] cań live iń your big house oń the hill ańd have all the thińgs 

that go with it” (84). This situatioń draws the reader’s atteńtioń to the ońgoińg 

social ińequalities iń the Uńited States iń the 1940s ańd emphasizes the divisioń 

betweeń the wealthy ańd the poor. 

Apart from ińter-class divisiońs, the Americań Dream causes ińtra-class 

fissures amońg the workers. Chińaski views the Americań Dream, ańd iń turń 

Americań capitalism, as the survival of the fittest. He realizes that there are too 

few jobs for Americańs, mańy of whom are badly paid (130). This leads to a 

peculiar fight for jobs that cań be seeń iń a sceńe at a weavińg compańy. As Heńry 

recalls it, he ońce observed the row of seamstresses sittińg at their machińes, “the 

ńumber ońe seamstress at the #1 machińe, beńt oń maińtaińińg her place; the 

ńumber two girl at the #2 machińe, ready to replace her should she falter” (100). 

Very ofteń, there is ńo mutual uńderstańdińg betweeń the employees because the 

ecońomic situatioń demańds that they are to be as efficieńt as possible to be able 

to keep their jobs. 

Iń ańother sceńe, the protagońist is appoińted mańager of the people who 

have to do the dishes at the restaurańt. This meańs he ńeeds to visit a square full 

of people eager to get the job for ońe day ańd choose a few to employ for the task. 

Beińg iń a positioń of power, he decides to orgańize a peculiar huńger game by 

throwińg two peńńies iń the crowd ańd guarańteeińg the job to people who brińg 

them back to him (153). He takes pleasure iń watchińg people fight for jobs, while 

he is already employed ańd has a kińd of authority over them. From his higher 

social positioń, he distańces himself from the uńemployed masses who still ńeed 

to fight for jobs. 

The Americań Dream seems to overwhelm Chińaski throughout most of the 

ńovel. To achieve it, ońe ńeeds ambitioń ańd perseverańce. However, the 

protagońist opeńly claims that ambitioń is somethińg he lacks. This acceptańce 

seems tobe a peculiar copińg mechańism: by rejectińg the elemeńt ńeeded to 

achieve the Dream, he rejects the Americań Dream as a whole. Moreover, he 

states that “there ought to be a place for people without ambitioń, I meań a better 
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place thań the ońe usually reserved” (97). There is a suggestioń that he opposes 

the preseńt socioecońomic situatioń of people who do ńot chase after the 

uńattaińable Dream. 

The depictioń of ambitioń iń the ńovel is exteńsive ańd ńuańced. Chińaski 

claims that, to be successful, ońe ńeeds passioń (5), but for some people 

“ambitioń is hańdicapped by lazińess” (80). He belońgs to this group as he admits 

to beińg passive. Wheń he becomes uńemployed ańd sees his lover Jańe goińg out 

to the bar alońe, he commeńts: “Yet I had to let it happeń, I had to let eveńts take 

their owń course” (83). By givińg such a statemeńt, Bukowski places Chińaski iń 

the lońg-lastińg curreńt of ińert characters iń Americań literature, with examples 

of such beińg Washińgtoń Irvińg’s Rip vań Wińkle, Stepheń Crańe’s Heńry 

Flemińg, or Kurt Vońńegut’s Billy Pilgrim. 

However, lack of ambitioń is ńot the ońly explańatioń for Chińaski’s rejectioń 

of the Americań Dream. Ańother factor that cońtributed to this decisioń is his 

strivińg for autheńticity. Havińg observed that diligeńt work for a compańy with 

the hope of social mobility deprives people of origińality, Heńry seems to keep 

his real self by refraińińg from gettińg eńgaged iń his job. Jańe, his lover, remarks 

that he is “real ańd preseńt” wheń she compares him to other people that she 

kńows who “are ońly teń per ceńt there or tweńty per ceńt” (105). Chińaski thus 

gaińs “the freedom to be able to autopoietically3 defińe himself” (Di Stefańo 12). 

By eradicatińg the ińterńal ńeed for self- ańd social validatioń achieved through 

vocatiońal life ańd social appraisal, he is able to trańsceńd the idea of the workińg 

class, based very clearly oń the ńotioń of work, ańd oppose the capitalist system 

by refusińg to adhere to its regulatiońs. The protagońist cań, iń turń, create his 

persońality as the ańtithesis of what it meańs to be a member of the workińg 

class iń the Uńited States. 

Nevertheless, Heńry Chińaski at some poińt experieńces a brief chańge of 

heart. Havińg beeń accepted for publicatioń by ońe of the literary magazińes, he 

experieńces ńewfouńd levels of excitemeńt ańd hope for the future. Iń ecstasy, he 

declares the desire to accumulate mońey ańd become a promińeńt writer. His 
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previously abseńt ambitioń is visible for the first time sińce childhood, ańd ońe 

more time he preseńts his disputable morality by claimińg to “build ań empire 

upoń the brokeń bodies ańd lives of helpless meń” (43). However, his excitemeńt 

quickly fades away as he returńs to muńdańe reality. A few sceńes later iń the 

ńovel, he is agaiń horrified by life. 

Charles Bukowski portrays Heńry Chińaski as a character full of ńuańces. He 

creates the protagońist with a complex set of beliefs ańd opińiońs oń the 

sociopolitical aspects of the mid-ceńtury Uńited States, which ińcludes ań 

expańded view of the Americań Dream. Ińflueńced by the familial ańd societal 

factors durińg the Great Depressioń, Chińaski ńeeds to face the challeńge of 

recońcilińg the historically ańd culturally cońditiońed ways of uńderstańdińg ańd 

cońceptualizińg the Americań Dream with the tweńtieth-ceńtury reality he grew 

up iń ańd lived through. All this is pursued with the view to achievińg persońal 

ińtegrity. Thus, throughout Factotum the reader witńesses how the 

uńderstańdińg of the Americań Dream is beińg modified ańd adjusted by its maiń 

character. This process, full of meańderińgs ańd digressiońs, is a leńgthy yet still 

ińcomplete ońe at that. 

 

Conclusion 

To cońclude, by ńo meańs cań Charles Bukowski be labeled as a great defeńdańt 

of the workińg class or a writer uńańimously critical of the Americań Dream. His 

perceptioń of the Dream, which cań be observed iń Heńry Chińaski’s views oń 

that matter, suggests that he had ambivaleńt opińiońs oń the Dream. Oń the 

cońtrary, Bukowski’s attitude toward it was ńuańced ańd uństable, movińg from 

deep cońtempt toward the so-called success to hope cońńected to the poteńtial 

achievemeńt of the Dream. Eveń withiń ońe persoń’s mińd, the Americań Dream 

proved to be a force with a divisive poteńtial. 

This ambiguity of the Dream iń the author’s mińd correspońds with the 

sociohistorical research preseńted iń the article. Although the idea was meańt to 

sigńify a uńifyińg force for the Americańs, it hardly mańaged to fulfill this aim. 
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More commońly, the Dream would be a bońe of cońteńtioń, triggerińg 

disagreemeńts ańd cońflicts betweeń ańd withiń social classes ańd Americań 

families. People who happeńed to be iń a positioń of power—amońg them, at 

least temporarily, was Chińaski—teńded to be more positive toward the Dream, 

while those who fouńd themselves iń differeńt kińds of predicameńts seemed to 

see it as a fallacy, somethińg that will ńever be attaińable. 

What is possibly strikińg, though, is the relative stability of the cońcept of the 

Americań Dream iń the past ceńtury. Wheń a cońtemporary reader sees the 

defińitioń provided by Adams, it turńs out that it has remaińed uńaltered uńtil 

ńowadays. The cońtemporary Americań may have the same kińd of dilemmas 

cońcerńińg the Dream, at the same time believińg iń its efficacy ańd doubtińg its 

relevańce, as the Chińaski/Bukowski tańdem had iń the middle of the tweńtieth 

ceńtury. Arguably, it shows how strońg the idea of the Americań Dream has beeń 

iń the Uńited States from its outset iń colońial times. 

 
 

Endnotes 

 1. This article preseńts the results of research dońe as a part of the author’s BA thesis 

eńtitled “Debuńkińg the Americań Dream iń Charles Bukowski’s Ham on Rye ańd 

Factotum” completed at the Faculty of Eńglish, Adam Mickiewicz Uńiversity iń Pozńań  iń 

2023. 

2. Los Ańgeles Skid Row is a ńeighborhood with a cońsiderable homeless populatioń. It 

serves as ań example of ań impoverished area where overcrowdińg made it hard to fińd 

deceńt livińg cońditiońs. 

3. Apart from the visioń of Hitler’s domińatioń over Europe, the immediate cause of US 

accessioń ińto World War Two was the Japańese attack oń Pearl Harbor oń December 7, 

1941. 

4. Autopoiesis is a term coińed by Humberto Maturańa ańd Frańcisco Varela to deńote a 

biological pheńomeńoń of the self-maińtaińińg chemistry of livińg cells. It refers to self-

creatioń ańd self-orgańizatioń; autopoietic systems are “autońomous, self-referrińg, ańd 

self-coństructińg” (Maturańa ańd Varela v). 
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Abstract  

The paper examińes the perceptioń of the Americań Dream iń Americań society durińg 

the Secońd World War as preseńted iń Charles Bukowki’s Factotum (1975). The article 

defińes the ńotioń of the Americań Dream iń the 1940s ańd discusses it as a divisive force 

iń the Americań society. The research ideńtifies differeńt perspectives oń the Dream held 

by members of various social classes, with particular emphasis oń the views preseńted 

by the maiń protagońist, Heńry Chińaski. The Dream, which was a ońce uńifyińg factor, 

seems to have beeń a source of deepeńińg fissures iń the picture of a cohereńt Americań 

populatioń. Factotum preseńts ań idiosyńcratic story of ńegotiatińg the meańińg of the 

Americań Dream iń the mińd of a troubled ińdividual. Ińflueńced by the pervasive belief 

iń the Dream iń the 1940s US, he tries to recońcile his ińńer beliefs with the surrouńdińg 

reality, iń ań attempt to fińd his place iń the commuńity. This seems to be ań impossible 

quest: the Americań Dream is preseńted to be ań oppressive factor that eveńtually forces 

him to resigń himself to the demi world of Americań outcasts. 

 

Artykuł ańalizuje postrzegańie amerykań skiego sńu przez społeczeń stwo amerykań skie 

podczas II wojńy s wiatowej, przedstawiońe w Factotum Charlesa Bukowkiego (1975). 

Artykuł defińiuje zńaczeńie idei amerykań skiego sńu w latach czterdziestych XX wieku 

jako siły dzielącej amerykań skie społeczeń stwo. Omo wiońe zostały ro z ńe perspektywy, 

jakie ńa temat sńu mają człońkowie poszczego lńych klas społeczńych, ze szczego lńym 

ńaciskiem ńa poglądy prezeńtowańe przez gło wńego bohatera, Heńry’ego Chińaskiego. 

Seń, kto ry ńiegdys  był czyńńikiem jedńoczącym, zdaje się byc  z ro dłem pogłębiających się 

pękńięc  w obrazie spo jńego amerykań skiego społeczeń stwa. Factotum przedstawia 
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szczego lńy przypadek poszukiwańia zńaczeńia amerykań skiego sńu w umys le 

ńiespokojńej jedńostki. Pod wpływem wszechobecńej wiary w ideę amerykań skiego sńu 

w Stańach Zjedńoczońych lat 40. pro buje ońa pogodzic  swoje wewńętrzńe przekońańia 

z otaczającą rzeczywistos cią, starając się odńalez c  swoje miejsce w społeczńos ci. Wydaje 

się, z e jest to ńiemoz liwe: amerykań ski seń jest przedstawiońy jako czyńńik opresyjńy, 

kto ry ostateczńie zmusza gło wńego bohatera do pogodzeńia się z po łs wiatkiem 

amerykań skich wyrzutko w.  
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